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A graduate—level English Academic Writing course was offered in semester one to
graduate students and junior researchers with the aim of improving their advanced
research writing skills in English. Nine students completed the course
Implementation of TOEIC testing for first— and second-year students in April and
December 2017; Data was collected and student performance was monitored.

In addition to the regular curriculum a TOEIC test preparation course was held
Information briefing sessions for Part—time Staff were held during the year: A
departmental part—time teacher’ s meeting was held one week before the start of
the semester on 4% of April 2017

Informal and voluntary gatherings between part—time native English-speaking
teaching staff are usually held three times each year. Firstly, after the
departmental part—time teacher’ s meeting which is held one week before the start
of the first semester; secondly, as a social gathering in July at the end of the
first semester; finally, as a social gathering in January at the end of the second
semester. The following number of teachers attended in the 2017 academic year
2017 April 4 - 3 teachers

2017 August 1 — 5 teachers

2018 January 30 — 4 teachers

At each of these gatherings teachers have a chance to raise, discuss and exchange
ideas on the development of teaching practices leading to writing and presentation
outcomes of the semester, along with personnel issues relating to student welfare
and classroom management. Further to these meeting, teachers regularly gather at
lunch times on teaching days where they are able to discuss and share ongoing
teaching practices and other related issues throughout the semester.

The English Cafe program is offered to all OPU students for 90 minutes, twice a
week on Tuesdays and Fridays for eight weeks in both the Spring and Fall semesters.
This program provides an opportunity for students of all abilities to develop their
English language communication skills and confidence in an informal setting. The
English Cafe program is facilitated by three excellent teachers and four
enthusiastic student teaching assistants who encourage and facilitate
conversation. This program features both teacher and student presentations on a
wide range of topics including study, educational topics, travel, culture, hobbies
and interests that all assist in building and creating well-rounded English
language abilities. It also features games, quizzes, a Christmas party and other
activities that encourage student interaction. In the Spring session over 100
students attended and in the Fall over 80 attended. These include international
students visiting OPU, students from Habikino and Rinku Town campuses, students

visiting from other Japanese universities, and members of the public
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7. A range of seminar courses in academic writing, advanced academic reading
presentation and speaking, media English, intercultural communication and exam
practice for English Proficiency Tests were offered to further improve students’
English ability.

8. Pre—departure Orientation courses were offered for students attending intensive
English Language Study Abroad Programs in the USA, UK and Australia. Study Abroad
Guides were produced for the programs at Monash College, Australia, University
of California Irvine in the USA, Concorde International in Canterbury, UK.
Research is on—going into maximizing the experience overseas for students
participating in these programs. Post-return presentations were conducted for
students returning from the UK and the USA and Australia.

9. Ms. Pelin Ozturk from Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Turkey spent four days
between July 10 and July 13 2017 with the English Department at Osaka Prefecture
University. During this time Ms. Ozturk met with teachers and staff, examined the
English language teaching curriculum and methods, and observed classes taught by
both Japanese teachers and native English-speaking teachers. This exchange was
conducted under the terms of co—operation between the two universities and in the

spirit of international collaboration in research and education.
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